Advent 2008

Equipping the Saints

“As We Realign”: Questions and answers
about the future of our diocese
Our 26th annual convention has taken action
to secure our future as a diocese.

During the Nov. 14 & 15 diocesan convention,
your clergy and elected delegates have taken a
stand as faithful members of the worldwide
An g l i can Com mu n i on . T h ey have heeded the call
to “c ontend for the faith that was once for all
entrusted to the saints.” ( Jude 3)
What has changed?

By voting to change our diocesan Con s t i t u t i on
and Canon s , we have withdrawn from the General
Convention, dissociating ourselves from the
moral, theological, and disciplinary innov a t i ons of
The Episcopal Church. We have realigned with
another Province of the An g l i can Com mu n i on.
This is a change in affiliation , not a change in
worship or doctrine.
Our Bishop, clergy, and con g re g a t i ons have been
re c e i ved into the fell owship of the Anglican
Province of the Southern Con e . We are deeply
grateful to Archbishop Gre go ry Venables for this
prov i s i on , which he has made on a temporary and
emergency basis, in re s p onse to the crisis in The
Episcopal Church. We now look forw a rd to the
form a t i on of an An g l i can Province in No rth
Am e rica.
W h e re we stand.

• We re m a i n true to the historic faith and order of
the Church .
• We re m a i n a member diocese of the An g l i can
Com mu n i on .

• We re m a i n the Episcopal Diocese of Fo rt Worth.
The word “e p i s c o p a l” identifies us as part of the
apostolic succession , with a bishop as our elected
chief pastor.
• We re m a i n in com mu n i on with other Episcopalians. We share fell owship with all those in any
Province who recognize the
authority of Scripture and the
faith and order of historic
Anglicanism.
Everyone is welcome to worship in our ch u rches this Su nday and every Su n d ay. Our
liturgy remains the same, our name is the same.
Most of all, we remain committed to the Gospel
of our Lo rd and Savior Jesus Christ.
What is the status of our clerg y ?

Our clergy continue to be licensed for ministry by
Bishop Iker. TEC benefit pro g rams, which may
no longer be available to them, have been replaced
by new group insurance policies and a re t i re m e n t
plan. Clergy who have established pension accounts in TEC will be eligible at re t i rement to receive benefits earned. While these will be less
than they might have had by staying with the program longer, their new investment plan will provide supplemental re t i rement funds.
What about those Episcopalians who
disagree with the decision to realign?

We know that not everyone agrees with this
change. Those who dissent are valued brothers
continued on page 4

From the Bishop

The Bishop’s Address
to the 26th Annual Conve n ti o n
by the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop of Fort Worth
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lo rd Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:2)
As we all know, this 26th annual meeting of our
Diocesan Convention is anything but “business as
usual.” Through a long process of spiritual discernment and prayer over the past year and a half
or more, we have come to this historic moment of
decision making. The eyes of many others beyon d
our own diocese are upon us today, and we are
deeply grateful for their prayers and support as we
deliberate on the matters that are before us.
At our first Convention in 1982, we voted to accede to the Con s t i t u t i on and Canons of the Episcopal Church and to “be admitted into union with
the General Convention.” Today, as a matter of
conscience and conv i c t i on, we will vote to re s c i n d
that action and to align ourselves instead with an
ort h o d ox Province of the Anglican Com mu n i on ,
the Province of the Southern Con e .
I will not attempt to rehearse all of the re a s ons
and explanations for this course of action. By now,
we have heard them many times before, and most
of us are tired of debating them. The clergy and
l ay delegates to this Conve n t i on are pro b a b ly the
most well-informed and best pre p a red in the history of this diocese when it comes to the issues
that are before us. I doubt that anyon e’s vote will
be changed by any of the debates that take place
h e re today. Our minds are made up. The time for
discussion has come to an end, and the time for
decision is upon us.
This past year has been a tense and at times contentious period in the life of our diocese. Every
one of our con g re g a t i ons has engaged the con t roversies that are before us, some more than others.
Most of our ch u rches have hosted forums and
conducted study groups on why we are doing what
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we are doing. Differences of opinion remain in
our church family, but we cannot avoid the decision that is before us. Some can no longer remain
within the structures of The Episcopal Church,
and others cannot bring themselves to leave T E C ,
even though they may disagree with the dire c t i on
it is headed. Some have encouraged us to stay and
fight as the faithful remnant in TEC, to work for
reform from within. I can only reply by quoting
the saying that “the definition of insanity is to
keep on doing the same thing, expecting different
results.” The time has come to choose a new path
and direction, to secure a spiritual future for our
ch i l d ren and our grandch i l d re n .
Today we shall make the decision in the on ly way
we can – by the con s t i t u t i on a l , legislative pro c e s s
of this Diocesan Convention, which is the on ly
body that can speak with authority on behalf of all
the con g re g a t i ons of this Diocese. No Vestry can
override or disre g a rd what is decided here today.
Once the vote is cast, we have decided what we
will do as a Diocese. If some must separate from
the Diocese as a re s u l t , then so be it. But let the
parting of the ways be as between friends in
Christ, without rancor or ill will, without trying to
punish or force one another to do what we cannot
d o.
I have chosen “ C ontending for the Fa i t h” as the
theme of this year’s Convention, for it speaks to
the heart of the matter that is before us. It com e s
f rom the Epistle of Jude, a letter written to warn
the faithful against false teachers who had made
their way into the ch u rch of the first century.
Though we are not told mu ch about the con t e n t
of their teach i n g, we are told that they were immoral and covetous men, who rejected authority
and created divisions in the Church of God. St.
Jude urges his readers to “c ontend for the faith

which was once for all delive red to the saints”
(verse 3) and to stand firm against false teaching
and immorality. And so we shall at this Convention, for the con t roversies that surround us have to
do with standing for the truth of the Gospel.
Our consistent witness in this Diocese over the
past 26 years has been to contend for the catholic
faith in the midst of a ch u rch that is incre a s i n g ly
unfaithful and disobedient to the Wo rd of God –
a ch u rch that has caused division and dissension
both at home and abroad – a ch u rch that has torn
the fabric of the Com mu n i on at its deepest level a ch u rch that acts more and more like a re b e ll i o u s
protestant sect and less and less like an integral
part of the one holy catholic and apostolic ch u rch.
It is time to say enough is enough – we will have
no more of this. To acquiesce is to all ow the slow
deterioration of the biblical faith to con t i n u e . This
diocese stands for orthodox Christianity, and we
a re incre a s i n g ly at odds with the revisionist practices and teachings of the official leadership of
The Episcopal Church. The Episcopal Church we
once knew no longer exists. To contend for the
faith as tra d i t i onal Episcopalians has brought us
to this time of realignment in the Body of Christ.
The con s t i t u t i onal and ca n on i cal amendments
proposed to this Convention offer us a faithful
w ay forw a rd as a traditional diocese of the An g l ican Com mu n i on. First, we will separate from the
errors of General Conve n t i on re l i g i on . Se c on d , we
w i ll affiliate with an ort h o d ox Province of the Anglican Com mu n i on. And third we will work with
others in the Com m on Cause Pa rtnership to establish a new Province of the Anglican Com munion in No rth Am e rica. In fact, those efforts are
a l ready well under way. The future will not be
easy, and many will oppose what we intend to accomplish. H ow eve r, it is my conviction as your
B i s h o p, having struggled with General Conve ntion decisions for the past 16 years, that it is the
best way forward for us as a faithful diocese. Now
is the time to act.
I realize that for some of you this means that at
the concl u s i on of this Convention, you will no
l onger re c o g n i ze me as your Bishop and that the

House of Bishops of TEC will initiate plans to
depose me as a Bishop of T E C . H ow ever, it is important to understand what such an action can do
and what it cannot do. I cannot be un-ord a i n e d
a ny more than I can be un-baptized. Holy Orders,
like Holy Baptism, bestow an indelible character
and impart a grace that is irrevocable. A deacon ,
priest or bishop who is deposed may be depri ve d
of exercising his ordained ministry in con g re g ations of The Episcopal Church, but he is not
thereby un-ordained or re m oved from Holy Orders. The clergy of this Diocese were ordained not
just for The Episcopal Church, but for the on e
holy catholic and apostolic ch u rch. We are deacons, priests and bishops of the Church of God,
not an Am e rican denom i n a t i on. As the Preface to
the Ord i n a t i on Rites says on page 510 of the
Prayer Book , “The threefold ministry is not the
e xclusive pro p e rty of this portion of Christ’s
catholic Church.” I can assure you that all the
clergy of this Diocese, under the authority and
pro t e c t i on of the Province of the Southern Con e,
will continue to exe rcise our ordained ministry as
deacons, priests and bishops in good standing in
the worldwide An g l i can Com mu n i on. Our
Province will ch a n g e, but the validity of our sacred
o rders will remain unchanged.
I am certain that, in the months ahead, leaders of
TEC will move to depose not on ly me, but every
deacon and priest here present who votes for realignment at this Convention. Sad to say, some of
continued on page 6

Pictu red above are some of the 13 lay lead ers who completed training for parish
mission lead ership in 2008.
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As We Realign, continued from page 1

CONCERNING TITLE
IN THE DIOCESE

and sisters in Christ, and they are welcome to remain in their
con g re g a t i on s . For som e, h ow eve r, it may be necessary to separate
f rom the diocese, perhaps permanently. In a few cases, it may be the
w i ll of a majority of the members in a particular parish to remain in
The Episcopal Church. Wh e re this is the ca s e, the Bishop, Standing
Com m i t t e e, and Board of Trustees hope to work with the rector and
vestry to come to a mu t u a lly agreeable separa t i on and settlement of
property issues without re s o rt to lawsuits or other hostile action s .
What response should we expect from re p resentatives of the
General Convention?

TO PROPERTY

The lawfully-adopted Constitution and Canons of the
Diocese of Fort Worth expressly provide (and have so
provided for decades) that title to the real and personal property of the various diocesan parishes is
held by a diocesan corporation in trust for each respective parish. Each parish thus holds beneficial
ownership of its real and personal property – not the
diocese and certainly not The Episcopal Church of the
United States. ECUSA (a confederation of various independent dioceses from which the Fort Worth diocese has now seceded) has no ownership interest in,
or claim to, the property of any parish – either legally
or beneficially. It has no right to change the diocesan
Constitution or Canons and has no right to deprive
any parish of its beneficial ownership. A gift made to
a diocesan parish to improve its physical facilities is a
gift to that parish and, beneficially, becomes the
property of that parish. The parish ownership cannot
lawfully be expropriated by ECUSA.

We expect a number of announcements in the days, weeks, and
m onths ahead. Am ong these may be plans for a new General
Convention-member diocese in this 24-county area. There may be
lawsuits testing the ownership of our properties. And action may be
taken to re m ove our Bishop and clergy from their positions in
ministry in the General Convention ch u rch. But such action will have
no practical effect, since they will already be ministering under the
authority of
another
An g l i ca n
Prov i n c e . These deve l o pments may generate news headlines, and they
Congra t u l a t i ons to the foll owing lay people
and clergy who were elected to diocesan offices
may cause some con f u s i on, but they will not prevent us from going
as part of the business of the convention:
forward in mission as a diocese.

Election Results

Standing Com m i t t e e, Clerical member:
Fr. Timothy Perkins
Standing Com m i t t e e, Lay member::
Dr. Franklin Salazar
Tru s t e e, University of the South:
Fr. Jonathan Duncan
Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Clerical member:
Fr. Scott Wilson
Ecclesiastical Trial Court, Lay member:
Hartson “Dusty” Fillmore



What next?

On Nov. 24, Bishop Iker will meet with the clergy on the topic of
“Moving Forw a rd – Life After TEC.” Other events for clergy and lay
people will be announced in the weeks ahead. Please continue to pray
for our diocese, for all Episcopalians, and for the Church throughout
the world. Let us pray for God’s guidance for ourselves and for the
leadership of our ch u rches and diocese. Let us seek the peace that
passes understanding. Let us rejoice in God’s saving grace and
continue to carry his message of love and salvation to the world.
The actions of our 26th diocesan convention assure us of our
f u t u re as traditional Anglicans. We are now free to carry out
our diocesan mission:
“To equip the saints for the work of ministry.”

Alternate Deputies to provincial synod:
Fr. Jay Atwood
Fr. Andrew Bradley
Fr. Ed w a rd Kresowaty
Fr. Scott Wooten
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Toby Matocha
Alann Sa m p s o n
Kay Stromberg
Liz Young
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Additional Convention news and information is ava i l a ble at
w w w. f we p i s c o p a l . o r g. å

Around the Diocese
Sending Chri s tmas cards?
Often the most difficult phase of military service for personnel and their families takes place after an injured soldier leaves the battlefield. When
doing your Christmas ca rds this year, w hy not
take one ca rd and send it to a patient at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D. C . ?
If you don’t normally mail ca rd s , consider buying a
g reeting ca rd and sending it as part of your Advent discipline. H e re’s the address:
A Recove ring Am e rican Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue NW
Wa s h i n g t on , D. C . 20307-5001

Forward in Christ maga z i n e
Individual and parish subscri p t i ons are available for Forward in Christ, the mon t h ly publication of Forw a rd in Faith, No rth Am e ri ca. With its
editorial focus on being “the voice of An g l o Catholicism” in the U.S., the magazine includes
Fr. David Roseberry (rector of Christ Church,
Plano), Fr. Joshua Whitfield, Fr. Lee Ne l s on, and
Fr. Ti m o t hy Pe rkins among its con t ributors. The
magazine is mailed free to members of FIF/NA .
Individual subscri p t i ons for non-members are $25
per year; discounts are available for bundles of 10
copies or more . C a ll 866-489-6262 or send a

check to
P.O. B ox 210248, B e d f o rd , TX 76095.

Ho, ho, ho: A college ChristMass party
Canterbury House at UT Arlington will have
a Eucharist for the Feast of St. T h omas Beckett
foll owed by re f re s h m e n t s , mu s i c , and friendly
competition at the pool table on Mon d ay, Dec. 27,
f rom 5 to 8 p. m . The loca t i on is UTA Canterbury
House at 801 S. Davis St re e t . To assist with planning, please RSVP to the chaplain at
frmatkin@saintalbans.org. Ac c o rding to sources,
Father Christmas says, “Be there or be square.”

Mobilized for mission: On Aug. 16, t h ree groups of diocesan youth, from elementary-school age through high sch o o l , posed for this
photo with thei r counsel o r s , mission lead ers, and support sta f f. The group pictu re and a worship service marked the close of a we e k
of hands-on service at locations in Gra n b u ry, B ro w n w o o d, and Bilox i , Miss. The pro gram was based at Camp Crucis and
brought a summer of camp and Christian formation to a fitting close. For next summer’s sch e d u l e, see ca m p c ru c i s . o r g.
Forward In Mission ~ Advent 2008
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Convention Address, cont. from page 3
you here in this Convention hall will cooperate
with and facilitate those plans. It is my belief that
such a course of action is not on ly unre a s on a b l e
and unchari t a b l e, but violates our ecclesiological
understanding of what the An g l i can Com mu n i on
claims to be. If we are a worldwide Com mu n i on
of Provinces who share a com m on faith, practice
and ministry, then it does not make sense to depose clergy who move from one Province to another. No one is abandoning the Com mu n i on of
the Church by realigning with another Prov i n c e .
The far better way to proceed would be for TEC
to accept the fact that a realignment has
occurred, to re c o g n i ze the transfer of
this Diocese to another Province of the
An g l i can Com mu n i on , and to wish us
well in the name of the Lo rd . There is
something deeply disturbing about a
ch u rch that would prefer to litigate and
depose rather than to negotiate a peaceful, amicable separa t i on among bro t h e r s
and sisters in Christ who can no lon g e r
walk together.
I call upon the Presiding Bishop of The
Episcopal Church and her colleagues to
halt the litigation , to stop the deposiBishop William Godfrey of
tions, and to cease the intimidation of
the Anglican Diocese of Peru
tra d i t i onal believers. Instead, let us pursue a mediated settlement, a negotiated agre e m e n t
that provides for a fair and equitable solution for
all parties, and let us resist taking punitive action s
against our opponents. Christians are called to
w o rk out our diffe rences with one another, not sue
one another in secular courts.
I call upon those who dissent from the decision
we make today as a Diocese to remain as faithful
worshipping members in your local con g re g a t i on .
If we could welcome diversity and still worship
with those who disagree with us before this Convention, then sure ly we can continue to do so after
this Convention. Your ch u rch family will still be
there for you tom o r row and next Su n d ay and the
Su n d ay after that. I urge you to remain fully active
in your church hom e, w h e re you have been nur6
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t u red and fed, w h e re you are still wanted and
love d . I urge you to resist the appeals to go off
and find altern a t i ve meeting places so that yo u
might worship separately from the rest of your
parish family in the weeks ahead. Regardless of
the decision of this Conve n t i on, there is no re a s on
w hy we cannot continue to worship together in
the future just as we have in the past. Let us stri ve
to maintain the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of
peace, in every con g re g a t i on of this Diocese,
w h e re there is ro om for everyon e .
Some have asked, “Will we still be Episcopalians
after our realignment vote is taken?” And the answer is, “Well, yes and no – that all depends!” After all, no one can “un-Episcopalian-ize” you, and
no one is being kicked out of the family. We will
still be The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth. We
a re not changing our name, because we are not
changing our identity. We will still have an Episcopal form of polity, which means being in a
ch u rch that is under a Bishop. We will continue to
stand for what our forebears meant when they
called themselves Episcopalians. But we will no
longer be a part of the ecclesiastical structure
sometimes known as the Protestant Episcopal
C h u rch in the United States of Am e rica, which is
gove rned by the General Convention. TEC is not
the on ly Episcopal Church in the An g l i can Commu n i on, and it does not own the name “E p i s c opalian.” T h e re are the Scottish Episcopal Church ,
the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, the Episcopal
C h u rch in the Philippines, and the Episcopal
C h u rch in Jerusalem and the Middle East, to
name a few. Members of those Provinces con s i d e r
themselves Episcopalians, but not as members of
TEC. In many parts of the world, the word Episcopal and the word An g l i can are used interchangeably. You may have even visited a ch u rch in
another part of the world, like near the Canadian
border, w h e re the ch u rch sign says
“Anglican/Episcopal.”
There are various groups of Lutherans – Missouri
Synod Lutherans, Wi s c onsin Synod Lutherans,
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

– but they all call themselves Lutherans, and rightly so.
They simply are members of diffe rent jurisdictions or synods. The same may be said of Pre s b yterians and Baptists.
There is more than one kind of Pre s b yt e rian or one kind
of Baptist. T h ey both have con g re g a t i ons that are under
diffe rent judicatory bodies or conventions, but they are entitled to use the ch u rch family name that has been theirs
over the decades. No one group owns the name, to the excl u s i on of others.
Regardless of what your vote will be at this Convention, if
you want to continue to consider yourself an Episcopalian,
by all means, do so. On the other hand, if that label embarrasses you or if you want to be free of it because of what
it conveys or implies to others, then by all means, proudly
call yourself an Anglican. You are entitled to either or both
names. Pe rhaps you pre fer to be called an “An g l i - p a l i a n” or
an “Epis-glican!” But to tell you the truth, God does not
ca re so much about denom i n a t i onal labels and what the
ch u rch sign says out front, as He does for what you believe
in your heart, and profess with your lips, and show forth in
your lives. And that, my friends, is why we are con t e n d i n g
for the faith of the ages in the stance we take at this Convention.
Seve ral years ago my conve n t i on address focused on the
theme, “The main thing is to keep the main thing, the
main thing. ” This is alw ays a challenge for the Church and
especially so in times of con t rove r s y. I would like to re call
us to this theme when today’s Convention concludes. The
main thing for us, of course, is the saving mission of Jesus
Christ in the world. We are a mission a ry diocese, and our
focus is on bringing others into a life - changing re l a t i onship with Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. I
am grateful to Bishop Godfrey for the message in his serm on yesterday aftern o on , that mission is the main thing. It
has been encouraging over this past year to see how many
of our con g re g a t i ons have remained mission-focused in
spite of the con t roversies that have distracted us. It was a
j oy ye s t e rd ay to license and com m i s s i on 13 people who
have completed a course of training for Lay Mission Leaders. In the past year, missionary trips by a number of
g roups and individuals have gone out from Fort Worth not
on ly to various parts of the United States, but also to other
seve ral other countries – to Mexico, Bolivia, Pe ru , Thailand, Belize and Cambodia, just to name a few. May our
new fre e d om in an ort h o d ox , missionary Prov i n c e, enhance
and foster this kind of mission a ry zeal and enthusiasm.

H e re at hom e, within the diocese, I have rejoiced in a
number of other signs of vitality and mission, such as the
p u rchase of property for a new mission start in Crow l ey
and the launching of the Christ the Redeemer ch u rch
plant under the leadership of Fr. Chris Culpepper. We
hope to seat them as a new con g re g a t i on at our next Convention. It was a joy to worship
with the people of St. B a rn a b a s
the Apostle in the first service in
their new building in late August and to see evidence of what
is sure ly a very bright future of
missionary growth that is before
them. Physical plant improvements have been completed at
Iglesia San Miguel and are still
under way at St. Alban’s in Arlington. Significant building
additions are nearly complete at St. Chri s t o ph e r’s in Fort
Worth and at the Church of the Ascension and St. Mark
in Wise County. We commend each of these con g re g a t i on s
on their expansion and growt h .
In con cl u s i on , I would underscore once again that the proposals before this Convention have one clear message: We
h e re in the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth intend to be
who we have always been, to believe what we have alw ays
believed, and to do what we have alw ays don e . We are not
going away, nor are we abandoning anyt h i n g. We are not
leaving the Church – we are the Church. We will re m a i n
an ort h o d ox diocese of catholic Christians, full members of
the worldwide An g l i can Com mu n i on. A b ove all else, we
remain committed to serving and obeying the Lo rd Jesus
Christ, upholding the authority of the Holy Scri p t u res as
the revealed Wo rd of God and our ultimate authority in all
matters of faith, morals and doctrine. I am proud and hono red to be the Bishop of this Diocese, and I am deeply
grateful for the courage and support of all of you in these
challenging times. As we move forw a rd with firm resolve
and confident faith, I see a future full of promise and hope.
We contend for the faith as we make our stand this day,
trusting alone in the saving grace of our Lo rd Jesus Christ,
and He will never fail us.
Thank you, and God bless you in your witness.
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Diocesan Calendar - advent 2008
Boldface type indicates Bishop Iker’s visitations • Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings are held at the Diocesan Center for Ministry

January

11/30

Discretion

February

12/6

11 a.m. Ordination of Melody Crabb to the Vocational Diaconate, All Saints’, Wichita Falls

12/7

ST. GREGORY’S, Mansfield

12/14

Discretion

12/15

9:30 a.m. Commission on Ministry
1:30 p.m. Standing Committee

12/16

10 a.m. Board of Trustees

12/21

ST. PHILIP’S, Arlington

12/24

Christmas Eve • Diocesan Offices close at Noon

12/25

Christmas Day

12/26 – 1/2

Diocesan Offices closed

12/28

ST. MICHAEL’S, Richland Hills

1/1

New Year’s Day

1/4

ST. ELISABETH, Fort Worth

1/5

Diocesan Offices reopen

March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
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