Lent 2010

“Are you coming to our church?”

New congregations
active in worship, ministry
With six new con g re g a t i ons added to the diocese
in the closing weeks of 2009, Bishop Iker has begun making his first episcopal visitation to each.
During Ad vent the Bishop visited the diocesan
ch u rch plant of Christ the Redeemer in Fort
Worth, confirming or receiving 13 members.
Some of those joining the mission ch u rch,
which meets at the Lockheed Martin
Recre a t i on Are a , have transferred from
other area ch u rches; others are new to the
Anglican tra d i t i on . Christ the Redeemer
began weekly services just six months ago,
in August 2009, and is averaging one baptism a month! Fr. Chri s t o pher Culpepper
is vica r; their Web site is www.ctrfw.org.
At King of Glory,
ac o l y tes Will Sta m ey
and Will Wallace
assisted Canon
Hough with the
Gospel lesson.

On Jan. 23, the Bishop and Canon
Charles Hough joined Fr. Darryl Pi g e on
and Fr. Randall Foster in Waco for a well attended Saturd ay aftern o on service of
confirm a t i on . The con g re g a t i on , which has taken
the name King of Glory, was organized by friends
Jeff Wallace and Jeff Fish, who paid a visit to
Bishop Iker in Nove mber to ask for admission
as a mission station of
the diocese. (See their
Web site at kingofg l ory.org) Visitors at the
January con f i rmation
service were greeted by a
young lady of elementary - s chool age who ofKing of Glory, Wac o , is meeting in the ch ap el of
the First Baptist Church. Young families make up fe red service bull e t i n s
and asked, “A re yo u
the majority of the congrega t i o n .

Fr. Chri s t o p h er Culpepper (front ro w, right) and Bishop Ik er
posed with ch u rch members who were confirmed or re c e ived at
C h rist the Redeemer in December.

coming to our ch u rch?”
The con g re g a t i on of St. Gabriel’s in Spri n g d a l e,
A rk . , hosted an ecumenical Evening Prayer service
on Fri d ay, Fe b. 5. The com mu n i ty event was held
to raise funds for the relief of earthquake victims;
its theme was “H a ve a Heart for
Haiti.” Fr. John Slavin re p re s e n t e d
the An g l i can tra d i t i on , while
priests from the local Rom a n
Catholic and An t i o chian Orthodox ch u rches joined him as worship leaders, bringing together the
three great strains of Christianity. Reporting on
the serv i c e, the local newspaper called them
“c o u s i n s ” who “came together for a com m on
cause.” (As it happened, all three priests were
named John!) The funds raised during the eve n i n g
benefited the An g l i can Relief and Development
Fund. To see photos, go to Fr. Slavin’s blog,
anglicanapologist.blogspot.com.

From the Bishop

A season of repentance
and forgive n e s s
by the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop of Fort Worth

The Pharisee stood and pra yed thus with himsel f, “God, I thank thee that I am not like
other men, extortioners, unjust, ad u l terers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a
week, I give tithes of all that I ge t . ” But the tax collector, s tanding far off, would not
even lift up his eyes to heave n , but beat his bre a s t , saying, “God be merciful to me a
sinner!’ ( Luke 18:11-13)
Lent is a penitential season of fasting, prayer and self-denial. Our emphasis for these 40 days is upon
repentance and forgive n e s s . We are called to re c o g n i ze and con fess our sins, to ask God’s forgiveness and
m e rcy, and to pray for grace to amend our lives according to His will . It means being changed by a daily
pattern of repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life.
In our Lo rd’s parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (Luke 18:9-14) Jesus con t rasts two ve ry
diffe rent spiritual attitudes in our re l a t i onship with God. The first is one of pri d e, self-righteousness, and
superiority. The Pharisee reminds God that he is a good and pious man, better than others. The tax
collector, on the other hand, k n ows he is a sinful man, undeserving of God’s forgiveness and love. In
sadness and humility, he throws himself upon the mercy of the Lo rd . Jesus con cludes with a central
teaching that runs throughout the entire Bible: “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he
who humbles himself will be exalted.” (verse 14)
Lent is a time to grow in humility. First, it re q u i res daily self-examination and con fe s s i on, as we
ack n owledge our faults and failures before God. Se c on d , it re q u i res contri t i on , an expre s s i on of our
s o r row for the things we have done and left undon e . Then we resolve to do better, as we ask for God’s
s t rength and help to amend our lives, and we offer ourselves as channels of His love and forgiveness in
our interactions with others.
Seve ral times a day throughout this Lent, make a habit of repeating an ancient prayer that comes to us
f rom the Eastern Orthodox tra d i t i on called the Jesus Prayer:
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon me a sinner. Lord Jesus
Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy upon me a sinner. Lord Jesus Christ ...
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Community outreach

Camp Crucis staff
feeds Habitat volunteers
When five dozen volunteers turned out on a bright
Wednesday morning in early January for a Habitat
for Humanity work day in Hood County, Camp
Crucis Director Jason Bontke and his “l u n ch crew”
w e re not far behind.
The Habitat volunteers fanned out to work on two
houses: #49, k n own as “Kristie’s house, ” needed interior work: cabinets, ca u l k i n g, painting, and general cl e a n - u p. Work also began on a fence for the
property. Over at Pa t ricia’s house – # 50 for the
county-wide Habitat pro g ram – there was “p re build” w o rk to do with chain saws and a tractor.
Pa rt of the team returned on the foll owing weekend
to raise the walls.
While all this was under way, the Camp Crucis
team drove
up with a hot
lunch. After
a prayer at
n o on , J a s on
and Sa ra
B ontke and
Camp staff
members
J oyce Lightfoot and Kitty Blackwell dished everything onto plates. Jason says it’s a natural way for
the camp to participate in Habitat’s work , since the
kitchen staff is already geared to feeding a crowd
and has all the necessary equipment and facilities.
It’s also a great way to meet folks who don’t know
about the
Christian
camp and
con fe rence center that’s
right in
their back
yard.

“You’d
be surprised at the number of people who have lived
h e re for decades and never knew we were right
down the road,” J a s on says. “Na t u rally, we want
to change that. We want to be part of the commu n i ty.”
“When people are hungry,” he adds, “a big smile
and a hot meal are the best calling ca rd there is.”

Camp Crucis
Summer Schedule
This year’s theme is
“Praying through the year
with Jesus”
May 20 -22

Young Adults (Age 19+)

June 14-16

Mini Horse Camp (1st-4th)

June 20-26

Senior High (10th-12th)

June 20-25

Horse Camp Level lll

June 27-July 2
and

Junior High (7th-9th)
Horse Camp Level I

July 7-9

PeeWees & Pa rents
(4yrs-3rd grade)

July 7-9

Mini Horse Camp (1st-4th)

July 11-16
and

Con fetti I (K-6th)
Horse Camp Level ll

July 21 - 24
and

Mission Week I (3rd-6th)
Mission Week II (7th-12th)

July 25 - 30

Con fetti II, plus optional
horsemanship (K-6th)

Sign up online!
www.campcrucis.org
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Around the Diocese
S ta rfish pro gram benefits Ha i t i
Each year in Lent, the diocesan Deacons encourage families to set aside a small offering – 50¢
is suggested – each day for Food for the Poor, an
international Christian relief agency. Since 2002,
the deacons have had a special con n e c t i on to the
w o rk of Food for the Poor in Haiti. Foll owing the
Jan. 12 earthquake there, the deacons decided to
begin their usual Lenten practice right away, and
it is hoped that a significant ingathering
w i ll be taken up during the Easter season
to assist with the enormous need of the Haitian
people at a time when other charity programs
m ay be winding down. Coll e c t i on boxes are
available; contact any diocesan Deacon , or call
D e a c on Lana Farley at 817-832-6806.
Because of its existing netw o rk of Haitian beneficiaries, and thanks to a well - s t o cked pipeline,
Food for the Poor was able to provide relief from
the first hours after the disaster. The agency
served the first hot meal in Port - a u - Prince after
the quake. Within the first month, the agency delive red 7,100 tons of food, medical supplies, ph a rmaceuticals, and building materials. Enough water, ri c e, beans, and canned goods have been delive red to provide 20 mill i on meals. Aid of all kinds
continues to flow; updated re p o rts are available at
foodforthepoor. o r g.

Rosary ministry in Hamilton
A new guild at St. Mary’s Church in Hamilton
hopes to spread the ministry of prayer. Members
a re crafting hand-made rosaries
and giving them away to anyon e
i n t e rested in adopting the tra d itional prayer discipline. The guild
feels a particular calling to prov i d e
ro s a ry beads to those in military
service or the mission field. Contact Ta nys James at 254-386-5837
or tanysjames@yahoo.com. The
Kirk High (pictu red above) is a
member of St. Ti m o t h y’s, Fo rt Worth, ro s a ries are fre e ; donations to the
currently deployed with the Army in ministry are appre c i a t e d .
Ira q. A pra yer list of all members of
the diocese who are in military service is ava i l a ble at fwe p i s c o p a l . o r g.
4

Diocesan news by e-mail
Testing has begun on an elec-
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Equipping the saints: D ozens of ch u rch finance officers, administra t o r s , wardens, and clergy attended the annual Administra t o r s ’ Wo rkshop on Feb. 13. The program included upt o - d a te insurance information, tax ad v i c e, and tips on best
p ractices for ch u rch re p o rt s , pro p erty manage m e n t , and risk
management.

tronic ve r s i on of the Forward in Mission, and we’d
like to add your e-mail address to our list! The eForward w i ll be delive red in the “between-times”
when a paper issue is not published. Our paper issues will not be discontinued. Rather, the e-Forward w i ll offer extra announcements and fe a t u re
stories about people and events in the diocese.
If you would like to re c e i ve the e-Forward
when it debuts in the coming weeks, please send a
message from your prefe r red e-mail account to
forward@fwepiscopal.org
If more than one member of your household
would like to re c e i ve the electronic newsletter,
simply send an e-mail message from each account.

MinistrySafe program lau n ched in ch u rch e s
MinistrySafe, which was introduced to clergy
and delegates at the November diocesan conve ntion, w i ll replace the Safeguarding God's Childre n
program we have had for a number of years. Developed by a Fo rt Worth-based law firm specializing in child sexual abuse litigation , the pro g ram
brings additional benefits which Safeguarding
does not offer, including assistance in setting policies and pro c e d u re s , s c reening job candidates, and
performing appro p riate background checks.
A training workshop for parish leaders was offe red on March 6. To learn more about the benefits MinistrySafe offers to your con g re g a t i on , go
to ministrysafe . c om , or ask your priest, Senior
Wa rd e n , or Christian Educa t i on director.

Around the Diocese
Golf Tournament results
The 2009 Bishop Iker Challenge Golf Tourn ament was a huge success. On Fri d ay, June 5, we
had a won d e rful opportunity for over 200 go l fe r s
to get together for a great time and a little fri e n dly com p e t i t i on. The results of play on the two
Squaw Valley courses are posted on the diocesan
Web site, along with photos of the event. We
hope you had a great time and are looking forw a rd to coming back again.
Now for the rest of the re s u l t s : The 2009 tournament raised $24,500 for Camp Crucis. (To date,
the total of funds raised by the tournament is
$244,500.) These funds have been put to use on
s cholarships for needy summer campers and physical improvements that are enjoyed year-round.
H e re are the highlights:
• Funded 40 Summer Camp scholarships for
ch i l d ren from our diocese, as well as yo u n gsters in the Angel Tree Ministries program.
• Pu rchased 2 defibrillators for emergency use
a round the ca m p.
• Provided a new parking lot behind the dining

hall to accommodate guests during re t re a t s
and banquets. This will also provide easier access for trucks making delive ries to the cafeteria.
• Installed an automated key pad entry gate for
additional security during evening hours and
summer ca m p.
• Added new lighting for the arena so that riding lessons can be done ye a r - round and horse
campers can ride in the cooler evening hours.
I’m sure yo u’ll agree that these are the most
important results of our tournament!
The 2010 Bishop Iker Challenge will
be our 10th, and we plan to make it our
very best ever. So sharpen your game, put
your foursome together, and come join the
fun and friendly com p e t i t i on. Registra t i on
packets will be sent to all Pa rish Coordinators in March. We look forw a rd to seeing you at
Squaw Vall ey Golf Course in Glen Rose on Friday, June 4!
– G e o r ge Wra gg
Tournament Organizer

Ordinations
On Dec. 5 at All Saints’, Wichita Fa ll s , with five deacons look i n g
on , Bishop Iker ordained the Rev. William Holder to the Sacred
O rder of Deacon s . He has begun service at Church of the Good
Sheph e rd , Wichita Fa lls. D e a c on
Holder is seen at left opening a
number of presents, ably assisted by
his granddaughter. Ac ross his knees
is draped a tippet bearing the insignia of the Anglican Church in
No rth Am e rica and the Diocese of
Fo rt Wo rt h .
On Fe b. 20, the Rev. An d rew Petta (above, center) was ordained by
Bishop Iker to the tra n s i t i onal diacon a t e, a ministry that precedes ord i n a t i on to the priesthood. The service was held at St. An d rew’s, Fort
Worth, w h e re Deacon Petta grew up. Am ong his presenters was Judy
Mayo, the parish’s Director of Christian Educa t i on . (More on page 6.)
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The Canon’s Corner
by The Rev. Canon Charles A. Hough III,
Canon to the Ordinary
On behalf of the diocesan staff,
we send our regards to each of
you in the diocese and pray that
God will help all of us to keep a
H o ly Le n t . I also want to take
this opportunity to publicly thank each of the members of the Bishop’s staff for their hard work and dedication. Their commitment to assist the people of this
diocese is ve ry strong and I see it demonstrated each
and eve ry day. Please keep the Bishop and his staff in
your prayers, that God will continue to bestow upon
them the strength to continue giving the diocese the
kind of support that enables each of us to have a ministry that glorifies our Lo rd Jesus Chri s t .
I am pleased to report that the Rev. Andrew Petta,
who grew up at St . Andrew’s Church in Fo rt Worth,
and is graduating from Nashotah House Seminary in
May, was ordained a deacon on Sa t u rday, Feb. 20, at
St . Andrew’s. He has been assigned to become the
Diocesan Curate at St . Vincent’s Cathedral beginning
in July. We also congratulate Andrew and his fiancée,
Mich e lle Morri s , who will be married on June 4. The
Bishop will preside at the wedding. We have two other young men who will graduate from Na s h o t a h
House in May: Mr. Andy Bartus and Mr. Sa muel
Keye s , whose placement is still pending. Congra t u l ations to all three of these young men as they complete
their studies at Nashotah House.
Congratulations are also in order to the Very Rev.
William Crary, rector of St .
Laurence in Gra p evine, who
has been nominated and will
re c e i ve the very prestigious
Distinguished Alumnus
Aw a rd at Nashotah House
Seminary. In addition, the Rt .
R ev. Keith Ackerman, former
Fr. C ra ry
rector of St. Mark’s in Arl i n gt on and now re t i red bishop of the Diocese of Qu i n cy
who is living in our diocese in Keller, has also been
nominated and will re c e i ve this prestigious award.
6
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Both men will be given the honor at the Alumni Day
Mass at Nashotah House on May 19. We are thankful for the ministry of Fr. Crary and Bishop Keith and
Joanne Ackerman.
One of the highlights of the Lenten season in our
diocese is the upcoming Mass of Coll e g i a l i ty, where
a ll the cl e r gygather with the Bishop at St . Vincent’s
C a t h e d ral in Bedford on Tuesday in Holy Week. The
service begins at 10:30 a.m. At this service the cl e r gy
renew their vows, and the Bishop blesses the various
s a c ramental oils that are used throughout the year.
The con s e c rated bread (host) is taken by each pri e s t
and for use at the Maundy T h u r s d ayservices
throughout the diocese. This is a ve ry profound symbol that displays the unity and con n e c t i on between
e a chof our congregations and our Bishop. All those
who are able are invited to attend the Mass of Colleg i a l i tyon March 30.
Fi n a lly, I am grateful to Bishop Iker for granting me a
three-month sabbatical beginning March 1. Du ri n g
this time, I will be spending part of the month of
March at the Holy Sh rine of Our Lady of Walsingham in England, where I will be engaged in prayer
and study. I plan to remain at the Sh rine for the observance of Holy Week. This will be a ch e rished opportunity for me to participate in daily worship at one
of the most holy places in the Church. Walsingham is
l o cated about two hours north of London, just outside
of Norwich, England.
M a ri lyn and I will also be spending some of Ap ril in
New Mexico on re t reat. In May, we will be spending
time at Nashotah House, where I will con clude a sixyear term as president of the Alumni Association. It
w i ll be nice to be able to “re ch a r g e”and be refreshed
d u ring this time. Please know that I will remember
the diocese in my daily prayers during this time away.

Lent AND Holy Week
events around the diocese are
posted at www.fwepiscopal.org

The Bishop Davies
B o ok of Remembrance
OCTOB E R 11, 2008

THROUGH

Clergy of the dio c e s e
The Rev. Earl Delamonte Heverly, Jr.
The Rev. C a n on James P. DeWo l fe, Jr.
The Rev. William R. Belury
St. Alban’s, Arling ton
Jessica Mitch e ll Rinkinberger
St. Vinc e n t’s, Bedf ord
Stiles Cooper “Buck” Ulmer, Jr.
St. Andr e w’s, Breckenridge
Billie Grace Oates
Weaver Ray Adair
St. matthew’s, coma nc h e
Lou Cunningham Riley
Bette C. Jolink

OCTOBER 2, 2009

St. Christop h e r ’s, Fort Wort h
Goldie Ripper West
H a rold James Griffith
Marinan Kalka
Jimmy F. Dave n p o rt
William B. At k i n s , Jr.
T h omas Shelby Justiss

St. joh n ’s, fort wort h
Alan B. McClellan

Good Shepherd, Granbury
Rich a rd E. Pryo r
M e m b e rs of other Dio c e s e s
No ra Elizabeth Beers
Diocese of Alabama
Friends in Christ

all Saints’, Fort Worth
Jerry A. Ad m i re

Mildred Midge Behnke Beers

Editor’s note: Any ch u rch or individual may have the name of a deceased loved one inscribed
in The Bishop Davies Book of Remembrance. This leather-bound volume is maintained at
the Diocesan Center for Ministry, and names are added either according to the
con g re g a t i on to which the individual belonged or in a special section for Christians from
outside the diocese (whether they lived out of town or belonged to another
denomination). Each con g re g a t i on is re p resented by a hand-painted shield, and names are
inscribed by a profe s s i onal calligra ph e r. Prefe ra b ly, names are added soon after death, but
there is no time limit. For each name added, a con t ribution of at least $15 is asked; the
a c c u mulated funds are used for the educa t i on of our seminarians. To have a name added
to the Book of Remembrance, call the diocesan office at 817-244-2885. Ad d i t i ons are
published annually in the Forward.
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Diocesan Calendar - Lent 2010
Boldface type indicates Bishop Iker’s visitations • Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings are held at the Diocesan Center for Ministry

January

3/14

HOLY TRINITY, Eastland, and ST. ANDREW’S, Breckenridge

3/21

GOOD SHEPHERD, Wichita Falls

3/22

9:30 a.m. Commission on Ministry
1:30 p.m. Standing Committee

3/25

11:30 a.m. Finance Committee
1:30 p.m. Executive Council

July

3/28

Sunday of the Passion – Palm Sunday

August

3/30

10:30 a.m. Mass of Collegiality, St. Vincent’s Cathedral, Bedford

4/2

Good Friday
Diocesan Offices closed until Tuesday, April 6

November

4/4

Easter Sunday

December

4/11

ALL SAINTS’, Fort Worth

February
March
April
May
June

September
October
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