his disciples, risen from the dead, on the first day
of the week to definitively declare that God HAS
done something! He has not abandoned us.
Rather, He has overcome the power of death, objectively removing the fear of our own death! God
serves justice against the senseless slaughtering of
life that occurs in this world with the victory of
life!
Yet the Resurrection stirs another fear in the human heart, for there is another great consequence
of Jesus’ Resurrection: the fear of Judgment. In
some sense, it is easier to “just die” than be raised
from the dead and have to appear before God in
final judgment and give an accounting for our
own lives. What are we to do with this other fear,
the fear of eternal condemnation for our sins?
Clearly, God cares enough to defeat the power of
death. But the second question is more acute:
Does God care enough to forgive me? He may
still be our God, but are we still his people?
Appearing to them, Jesus speaks. After issuing his
peace, he also says to his disciples, “As the Father
has sent me, even so I send you.” The Scriptures
say He breathes on them, giving them his Holy
Spirit AND the power to continue his mission.
“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
Forgiveness is the key. Notice the sequence. Jesus
appears, offering his peace. Then, he proclaims
that forgiveness is the central concern.
You see, the stuff that happens “out there” produces some measure of fear in us, and it is real.
Chaos and catastrophe are real. Lawlessness and
licentiousness live on in our world. One way or
another, we will all die, and we know that. Yet, the
Resurrection of the Son of God overcomes the
fear of death. But forgiveness overcomes the fear
of the Judgment that follows our death.
If we’re honest, isn’t it really the stuff that happens “in here” – in our own hearts and minds –
that causes the greatest fear? Isn’t it our own sin
and separation from God that causes us the greatest angst? This deeper fear moves the question
past generalities to particularities. The question is

not just, “Is God still our God, and are we still his
people?” The question is, “Is God still my God,
and am I still one of his people?”
In chapter 21 of John’s gospel we see Jesus restore
Peter, his disciple, individually and particularly,
through forgiveness. Three times, our Lord asks
Simon Peter if he loves him. Three times, Simon
Peter declares that he does. Three times, our Lord
charges him to take care of his sheep. The disciples are not just forgiven in general; they are forgiven in particular.
Beloved, the world is chaotic and confused precisely because it has not stopped long enough to
seek answers to the questions of its own fears.
Rather than quiet down in peace, it screams all
the more, tempting anyone who will listen to join
its torrid dance of terror.
We Christians know better. We Christians must
behave differently. In a sense, Christians must
come out from behind their closed doors and declare with boldness the Good News.
What is this Good News? It is the assurance that
God delivers us from fear: first, the fear that He
does not exist; second, the fear that He does not
care; third, the fear of our own death; and fourth,
the fear that we cannot be forgiven.
What is the proof of these things today, for a
world that cannot see God with their natural
eyes? You are. I am. How will the world know that
God is their God and that they can be his people?
Simply put, through you, through me, through the
Church. We are the proof that points to Jesus.
And, we point to that proof through the power of
God’s forgiveness in our own lives.
Will you come out from behind your own closed
doors and proclaim it? Be forgiven by God, and
forgive others, as God has forgiven you. In so doing, reconcile the world to Jesus.
Peace. Pardon. Proclamation. This is our charge.
This is the message the world needs to hear. The
followers of Jesus are the ones who must do it.
And, we will, God being our helper.
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