From the Bishop

Back from sabbatical,
it’s time to look ahead
by the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop of Fort Worth

I am back in the office following a wonderful
three-month sabbatical during the summer. It is
good to be back! I return refreshed, rested, and
reinvigorated.

My time away was highlighted by some beach
time in Florida, for reading, reflection and writing; a mini retreat and daily mass at the Shrine of
Our Lady of Walsingham in England; and short
visits to London and Rome. In addition to completing a study of the Epistle to the Ephesians and
reading 21 books (a mixture of religious or theological works and some fiction
and non-fiction best sellers), I was also able to pull
together and type up various meditations and sermons I have given over the
past 22 years to the clergy
With Bishop Lindsay Urwin
of the Diocese, which I hope
at Walsingham
to make available to interested readers later this year. It was also a great opportunity for some real quality time with Donna
and our two granddaughters, now approaching
their 18th and 16th birthdays.

I am deeply grateful to the Diocese for allowing
me this time away and to Dean Bill Crary who
covered for me in the office, as was needed. My
staff is to be commended for the wonderful work
they continued in my absence from the office during the sabbatical, and I am grateful to the clergy

2

Forward In Mission ~ Fall 2015

for being so good about respecting my time away
and not contacting me except in a few cases
where it was needed.

Now it is full steam ahead with preparations for a
new diocesan budget for 2016 and our upcoming
33rd Annual Diocesan Convention in November.
Our theme this year will be “To God Be The Glory.” Information about all this will be coming to
you later this month.
With Fr. Scott Wooten moving to Arlington to
become Rector of St. Peter and St. Paul Church,
it has been necessary to appoint a new Dean for
the Northern Deanery, and I am pleased to say
that Fr. John Munson has accepted my request to
serve in this new capacity.
Now that I am back, please do not hesitate to
contact me as needed, and I will look forward to
seeing all of you in the months ahead as I return
to my regular Sunday morning visitations.
With gratitude and affection,

St. Stephen’s and St. Barnabas

Parishes combine for one great VBS
by Julie Williams

Teamwork + Vacation Bible School
= SUCCESS!!!

For the last two summers, St. Stephen’s and St.
Barnabas churches have partnered together to
host Vacation Bible School for children in Northeast Tarrant County. What started off as a creative idea to share the load has evolved into both
a friendship and partnership.

We alternate churches as the host site, which lets
us reach out to different groups of children across
the community. We have even added a preschool
program for 3- and 4-year-olds. This year we
treated the kids with Kona Ice one night! By
combining our resources of people and finances,
we have served an average of 55 children with the
help of more than 45 volunteers each summer.
That’s double what each church was doing on its
own!
In comparison to larger churches, these numbers
may seem small, but to our two congregations it
is a huge blessing. We would encourage other
churches to consider such an idea and witness the
blessings it will bring. Working together has
proven once again that many hands make light
work, and that you can have lots of fun hosting
VBS. We look forward to our third year in this
shared ministry and to growing our efforts to love
even more children in the name of Christ.

All smiles at VBS

Mission team visits La Gran Familia

A team from the diocese spent a week in Mexico at the La Gran
Familia children’s homes this summer, leading a “Christmas in
July” VBS program and visiting nearby ministries connected in
various ways with the LGF community:
Mission Center is a rehabilitation home for men recovering
from alcoholism and other mental/emotional problems. Inspired by the witness of Mother Teresa, this ministry provides
spiritual counseling as well as work for the men in several
trades. There is instruction to improve their skills, and they are
literally building the house in which they will recover!

Fe, Esperanza, y Caridad is a new neighborhood ministry serving
the poor, with a great vision for the future. Currently they offer
daycare on Saturday afternoons. On Wednesday evenings, they
invite the neighborhood to a praise and worship service. Rosa,
the woman in charge there, used to work at La Gran Familia.
Visiting this ministry was such a spiritual and refreshing experience for our team at the end of a busy day!
VBS was capped off by a wonderful day at the Ranchito. We
drove for an hour-and-a-half and stayed the day playing with
the LGF kids, performing a play that they had been practicing
all week about the birth of Christ! Then we ate discada and
elote! ¡Maravilloso! The two good Fathers celebrated mass for
all 40 of us. What a beautiful day!
--Barbara Hautanen
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International Catholic Congress of Anglicans

Congress’ Closing Statement
calls for new council of the Church
Meeting July 13-17 in Fort Worth, the Congress concluded with a statement, which is excerpted here. To read
the full statement, see www.anglicanink.org.

The International Catholic Congress of Anglicans met to address and to model a global, realigned, and fully orthodox doctrine of the
Church. This Congress is committed to walk in
conciliarity with all Christians
who embrace the Catholic Faith –
and who allow the Faith to embrace them. A conciliar model of
the Church is essential to the one,
holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church. The ancient sees of
Rome, Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem, and
the faithful in communion with
them, along with Anglicans,
Lutherans, and various expressions of Protestantism, each have God-given
charisms to be given and received by all – uniting
them in ultimate synodality for the discipleship of
all the nations of the world to Jesus.
Only an Apostolic and conciliar Church can
properly allow for such giving and receiving of
gifts for the people of God and for the salvation
of the world. Indeed, no one part of the Church
can stand firm against the world, the flesh, and
the devil without the other parts. Because of her
core ecclesial difficulties, the Church has insuffi-
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ciently addressed other causes of further demise
both within culture and the Church. There are assaults from without such as virile secularism, militant Islamic persecution, sexual confusion, and
the redefinition of matrimony from God's created
order upheld by Christ as a lifelong sacramental
union between one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10:6-9). From
within there are departures from a Biblical,
Catholic faith and order, heresy, liturgical chaos,
and failure to call for repentance from sin. ...

God has, however, been moving among Anglicans in an extraordinary way; recent years have
seen significant realignment emanating, for example, from GAFCON and the Global South. Yet
only with a healthy conciliar ecclesiology will
there be movement toward one another in true
unity. This Congress recognizes that a proper
doctrine of the Church is critical, requiring the
attention of all faithful Anglicans. ...
Only through honest discussion, ongoing prayer,
and ultimate agreement will faithful Anglicans
discern fully what God is doing in the great realignment taking place globally. This International Congress prays also that in God's good providence there will be a truly Ecumenical Council of
the whole Church to address contentious issues
facing Christians and churches and to strengthen
the faith of the Church.

Equipping the Saints for Ministry

A Passion To Lead Courageously
by the Rev. Andrew Powell

Recently I had the privilege of participating in a
national retreat for clergy, held at a conference
center just outside of Kansas City. The 50 participants included ACNA clergy from New England,
the Upper Northwest, California, and the Midwest. The contingent from the South included
three priests and a seminarian from Fort Worth.
What a fantastic time! Our days were filled with
worship and praise, Bible study and prayer. True
to its mission of presenting international retreats,
SOMA, the sponsoring organization, brought
Anglican leaders from overseas to minister to
American clergy. Our retreat leaders were Archbishop Ben Kwashi of Jos, Nigeria; and Bishop
Rennis Ponniah of Singapore. We all were
blessed to hear from these very faithful and gifted
leaders.

All over the world, clergy face a variety of challenges in ministry. In the United States, many suffer from discouragement and a lack of vision.
The Church here suffers from the cumulative effects of materialism, secularism, and increasing
cultural hostility. The purpose of our retreat was
to come away to hear a fresh word from the
Lord, to be encouraged and exhorted to persevere
in our ministries, to receive direction and hope
for the future, and to enjoy the fellowship of other clergy.
Bishop Kwashi asked us to remember our calling
as priests: that we are called to preach the
Gospel, no matter what the cost. He urged us to
remain committed to our calling despite hardships and discouragement, to trust that God will
meet our needs as we go out and give our all for
the sake of the Gospel! He shared his own life
story with us, and it was clear that he lives out
that Gospel faith daily.

Like Bishop Kwashi, Bishop Ponniah practices
what he preaches. He is a humble man who loves
God and loves people. Under his leadership, the

Anglican Diocese of Singapore is bringing the
Gospel to far-flung places throughout Southeast
Asia – from Nepal to the Philippines.

Bishop Ponniah presented a series of reflections
on four persons from the Bible: Gideon, David,
Peter, and Timothy. Each reflection demonstrated
that one’s calling from God has nothing to do
with talent or qualifications, but rather with obedience, faithfulness, and
the development of
Godly character. He reminded us that God can
use anyone who is faithful and obedient, and he
warned that those who
were chosen by God to
serve Him could hurt
themselves and others
Fort Worth seminarian Cooper Morelock was
when they lost sight of
among those who enjoyed the teaching of
their calling. Nevertheless, Bishop Rennis Ponniah at the clergy retreat.
God can use even our failures to restore us and bring glory to Himself.
It was such a joy to be able to learn from such
godly leaders. Their passion and their courage for
the Gospel were contagious! It was great to meet
and spend time with clergy from other parts of
the ACNA, to hear what God is doing in their
ministries, and to encourage them and support
them in their struggles. I was glad to know that
we have each other to help us along as we walk
out our calling to be priests.
I want to extend a special word of thanks to the
SOMA USA staff: Glen Petta, Debbie Petta, and
Janie Parrott. You all did such a great job – what
a gift this retreat was to all of us! Thank you so
much for your servant’s hearts!

Fr. Andrew Powell is Rector of St. Andrew’s Church in
Grand Prairie. Sharing of Ministries Abroad (SOMA) is
an Anglican non-profit ministering to clergy around the
world. Its offices are in Fort Worth.
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